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WELCOME 
Whoever you are, 

and wherever you find yourself 
on the jour ey of faith, you are 
welcome to this church as you 

are to receive the riches of 
God’s g ace… 

Blythe Chapel 
8141 S. 450 W. 
Owensville, IN 

Fort Branch First 
100 W. Vine St. 
Fort Branch, IN 

We Seek to Be er Understand                    
     the Teachings of Jesus—                       
             and Live those Teachings. 

The Way… 
 

The earliest Christians were called The People of the Way. 
This weekly publication is provided to show  

how our cong egations are living The Way  today. 
Second Sunday of Advent      December 10, 2023 

YOUR LIGHT HAS COME 
 In the introduction to his book For All God’s Worth, theologian 
N.T. Wright says, “Christmas is God lighting a candle, and you don’t light 
a candle in a room that’s already full of sunlight. You light a candle in a 
room that’s so murky that the candle, when lit, reveals just how bad 
things really are. The light shines in the darkness, says St. John, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.” 
 For that reason, Wright explains, Christmas isn’t a dream or a 
momentary escape but reality. And the same is true for Christianity. 
“Either Jesus is the Lord of the world and all reality makes sense in his life, 
or he is dangerously irrelevant to the problems and possibilities of 
today’s world,” he adds. “There is no middle ground. Either Jesus was, 
and is, the Word of God, or he, and the stories Christians tell about him, 
are lies.” 



Fort Branch First UMC 
P. O. Box 116 
Fort Branch, IN  47648 
   
  Deliver to: 

Fred & Debra Stephenson ~ 12th 
Gar  Russell ~ 16th 

Celebrate the Light 
 
Bursting through December 
nights 
that could be long and cold, 
our Christmas lights bring 
warmth and joy 
with colors soft or bold. 
 
Cascading from the rooftops, 
and from trees both small and 
tall, 
the lights cry out, “We have 
good news! 
We want to shout to all. 
 
“You’ve seen the darkness 
earth can hold, 
the sorrow, war and fear; 
but God has sent his Son for 
all, 
to show his Love is here. 
 
“The darkness can’t put out 
God’s Light. 
Christ’s with us day by day, 
illuminating paths so we 
can follow in his way.” 
 
Light homes and streets and 
candles. 
Make your world shine clear 
and bright. 
God’s love surrounds and 
blesses us. 
Come, celebrate God’s Light! 

—Peggy Ferrell 



* -This symbol, 
when found in the Order of Service 

invites you to stand - if able. 
 

CCLI #2446518 
Streaming License # 20701562 

__________________________________ 

† Indicates location is Blythe Chapel 
Ω Indicates location is First UMC 
 

This Sunday:  2nd Advent Sunday 
9:00am     † Worship  
10:30am    Ω Worship &  Live 
          st eaming worship 
 
Monday:    ~ Office Closed ~  
6:30pm      Ω  Bible St dy 
Tuesday:    
Wednesday:   
Thursday:   
Friday:          ~ Office Closed ~  
Sat rday: 
 
Nex  Sunday: 3rd Advent Sunday 
9:00am     † Worship   
10:30am   Ω Worship &  Live 
          st eaming worship 
3:00pm  Ω Private Rental ~  
        Schleter 

Complete Schedule @ 
www.fbfirst.org 

Rev. John Baylor, Jr. 
PRELUDE                                                   
                          
*THE LIGHT OF GOD IS PRESENT WITH US   
*HYMN # 240                 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
                   
*GREETING AND PRAYER 
We offer a cordial greeting to all worshipers who have come to praise the Lord.  
Your presence helps lift our spirits, and we welcome you in Christ’s name. 
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING ~ LOVE 
  9:00 am ~ Kathy Trowbridge 
 10:30am ~ Darla Lewis & Linda Springer 
 Congregation:  We wait as people who have 
encountered divine Love that disrupts the status quo 
and ushers us into abundant life marked by mutual love 
and peace that flows from the flourishing of  all people. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Please add your name to the attendance register located in your pew and pass to 
the next person until reaches everyone in your row. 
 
PRAYERS 
SHARING OF CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS 
     PRAYER HYMN # 230     O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
      Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
      Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
      Give us this day our daily bread. 
      And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
      And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
      For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 
  Amen. 
 
 



 

Pastor John & Staff  
Christmas Gifts  

will be presented during 
Christmas Eve Worship. 

Anyone wishing to 
participate should mail 

their contribution either 
to the church office or       

Don Steinmetz                
253 E 750 S 
Fort Branch, 

47648.                             
You may also give them 
to Don in person or place 

in the offering plate by 
December 17th. 

THE OFFERING:                
The Gathering of the Gifts  
*Presentation of Gifts with DOXOLOGY:                
    Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
    Praise Him all creatures here below! 
    Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts! 
    Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost! Amen. 
 
CHILDRENS MOMENT  
 
MINISTRY OF MUSIC     Derek Robicheaux ~  Emmanuel 
                              Jenni Schleter  ~ The Manger 
 
*SCRIPTURE LESSON                                 John 1:1-18 NLT 
 
MESSAGE    “Second Sunday of  Advent: The Gift of  Love“ 
 
*HYMN # 249                                There’s a Song in the Air  
                
*BLESSING                                                 Pastor 
*THE LIGHT OF GOD LEADS US INTO THE WORLD     
              Acolytes 
 
*DEPARTING SONG:   
  Hymn #219                                           What Child Is This 
 This, this is Christ the King, 
 whom shepherds  guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 The babe, the son of  Mary.         
  
*PASSING THE PEACE:  
        Let us greet one another with the peace of God. 
 
POSTLUDE                          

 

Prayer Requests —last names are printed 
for individuals requesting prayer for themselves or 

with explicitly given permission.   
   Jane Marginet, Richard 

Michel,  Morgan Whitehead, 
Terri Jarboe, Derek Barton,    
Jo Eckert, Ruby Wilkerson, 

Scotti Pitts,, Gretchen Young, 
June Regenhold, Brian Price, 
Triston, Tegan, Pastor John, 
Thelma & Len Robicheaux, 
Wyatt Wagner, TJ Lewis, 
Mary & Roy, Roberta & 
Duncan, Koda, Brenda & 

Robin Hooker, Nathan Hargiss, 
Mark Fear. Kim Stratman 

Friends 
needing 
prayers 



John1:1-18 NLT 
 
Prolog e: Christ, the Eter al Word 
1 In the beginning the Word already existed. 
    The Word was with God, 
    and the Word was God. 
2 He existed in the beginning with God. 
3 God created ever hing through him, 
    and nothing was created except through him. 
4 The Word gave life to ever hing that was created, 
    and his life brought light to ever one. 
5 The light shines in the darkness, 
    and the darkness can never ex ing ish it. 
 
6 God sent a man, John the Baptist, 7 to tell about the light so that ever one might 
believe because of his testimony. 8 John himself was not the light; he was simply a 
wit ess to tell about the light. 9 The one who is the t e light, who gives light to ever one, 
was coming into the world. 
10 He came into the ver  world he created, but the world didn’t recog ize him. 11 He came 
to his own people, and even they rejected him. 12 But to all who believed him and 
accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God. 13 They are rebor —not 
with a physical bir h resulting om human passion or plan, but a bir h that comes 

om God. 
14 So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was f ll of unfailing 
love and faithf lness. And we have seen his glor , the glor  of the Father’s one and only 
Son. 
15 John testified about him when he shouted to the crowds, “This is the one I was talking 
about when I said, ‘Someone is coming aster me who is far g eater than I am, for he 
existed long before me.’” 
16 From his abundance we have all received one g acious blessing aster another. 17 For the 
law was given through Moses, but God’s unfailing love and faithf lness came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God, is 
near to the Father’s hear . He has revealed God to us.  
  

RESPONSE:  The Word of God, for the people of God.  
Thanks be to God! 

 
 



Listening Guide 

“The Gift of Love” 

December 10, 2023 

 

 

Scripture:  John 1:1-18 

 

How do we receive love at Christmas? 

 

 ___________________ a Way (vs. 1-5) 
_________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________ 

 
____________________ (vs. 6-13) 
_________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________ 

 
___________________ Model (vs. 14-15) 
_________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________ 

 
___________________ Revelation (vs. 16-18) 
_________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________ 

Personal Application:  The greatest gift that one person can give to another is the gift of 
love.  Jesus’ coming to earth was one way that God gives that gift to us.  Have you received 
His love?  Are you extending His love to others? 

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________    



In Memory of Jon Teel  
 ~  Todd & Sonya Teel and family 

In Memory of Mary Godley  
~ The Todd & Sonya Teel and family 

In Memory of Ralph, Butch, Terry Davis, Kolin Clutter, 
 Joann Fitch, Charles Boss, Kay Meyers, Jean Dawson 

~John & Bev Boss 

In Honor of Our Family & Friends  
~ Bruce & Sherry Holder 

In Memory of Our Grandparents,  
Dr. & Mrs. Leroy Holder and Carl Kriete  

 ~ Grant, Kelsey & Blake Holder  

In Memory of Fred Fuhs & Grandparents 
~ Wayne Anderson & David & Sarah Fuhs Family 

 In Memory of Linda Anderson & Grandparents 
~Wayne Anderson & David & Sarah Fuhs Family  

In Memory of Russell Butts, Keagan Butts & Dane Barnett 
                   ~Carolyn Butts   

In Memory of Bill & Martha Jane Russler 
~ Mike & Sydney Russler  

In Memory of  Our Siblings 

~ Phil & Marla Scott 

In Honor of  Ennes & Ruby Woolston and 
Hubert & Dorothy Frey  

~ Bill & Zella Frey 



In Memor  of Tom R. Lewis 
~His Family 

 
In Memor  of Elizabeth Shanks 

~ Tom Lewis Family 
 

In Memor  of Mar in  & Dorothy Steinmetz  
~ The Steinmetz Family 

 
In Memor  of Allen & Margie Cor elison 

 ~ The Steinmetz Family 
 

In Memor  of Cameron Foster 
~ Kelly & Melissa, Brandon, Lauren, Owen, Caleb & Chase 

 
In Memor  of Lar  Nur enber  & Phil Minton 

 ~ Jeff & Laura Nur enber  
 

In Memor  of Our Loved Ones Who’ve Passed On 
 ~ Br ce & Marilee Rost on 

 
In Memor  of Mr. & Mrs. Elmer Buck 

 ~ Paul & Jeanie Cardinal 
 

In Memor  of Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Cardinal 
 ~ Paul & Jeanie Cardinal 

 
 




